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From the Desk of Children’s Ministries

It has been an honor getting to know many of you over the last
several weeks. It is clear that God’s grace is abundant at
Severna Park UMC. The joy and enthusiasm of the teachers,
parents, and children have made Severna Park UMC a place for
discipleship to thrive. | would like to say thank you to our Sum-
mer Sunday School teachers and to our Vacation Bible School
teachers! As we move into fall we will continue to grow in faith
by learning the good news in Sunday School, praising God in
worship, and sharing God’s love through service.

On Sundays at 9:30 children will have the opportunity to con-
tinue learning about God'’s love in Sunday School. The babies
(yes, babies!), toddlers, and preschoolers will learn that God
made them, God loves them, and that Jesus wants to be their
friend by hearing Biblical stories, wondering about God and the
world around them, playing games, and doing crafts. The kinder-
garten through 5™ grade will travel deep into scripture by focus-
ing on the same story for several weeks in a row. Each week the
story will be taught through another perspective, method, and
medium. The children will then have the opportunity to share
what they have learned with the congregation by participating in
worship. Our first unit will be Calling the Disciples based on
Mark 1:17-18. The use of repetition and a variety of teaching
methods will make the gospel accessible to all learners
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whether one year old or ten years old.

On Sundays at 11:00 children will have the opportunity to
worship in a child friendly environment. Each week the chil-
dren will prepare their hearts and minds for worship, hear a
proclamation of the scripture, respond to the gospel mes-
sage, give thanks to God, and go forth in God’s name. Just
like worship in the sanctuary, worship with the children will
follow a liturgy that includes music, prayer, scripture, and
communion. Each week the children will have an opportunity
to praise God by reflecting on the meaning of the Biblical
story by using story props and art.

In the Middle High and High School classes the youth will
continue to build their Biblical foundation and make connec-
tions between their lives and scriptural teachings. Youth who
would like to stay for an additional hour on Sunday are en-
couraged to attend worship in the sanctuary, assist in chil-
dren’s Sunday School, or assist in children’s worship.

In addition to the Sunday morning programs, there will be op-
portunities to grow in faith during Wednesday Night Alive and
various family events. So keep your eyes peeled for an-
nouncements regarding those.

If you are interested in participating in either 9:30 Sunday
school, 11:00 worship, Wednesday Night Alive, or family

events, please email me at ebenjamin@severnaparkumc.org.

Sharing your faith journey is one of many ways you can go
out in faith!

trica Benjominy
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Children/Youth Ministries Upcoming Events in August

'V ol T T T 25 2 2 T T T T T T T T T T T T T 2 2 T W Carpenter'sKitchen
MYF SUMMER OVERVIEW

August 21 - Another church is preparing the meal but needs 15
- 18 helpers to serve and greet guests.

Sunday, August 1  8:00, 9:30 and 11:00 AM
ASP SERVICES!
7.00PMA0 MESSY GAME NI GHT! 6
Dress appropriately!

Sign up at the table in Fellowship Hall between services or
email Katherine Nutile at knutile@severnaparkumc.org.

Please keep Caroleann and the Carpenter's Kitchen Ministry in
your prayers as the Mt. Vernon UMC location for this mission is
pending. This ministry serves a hot meal to 200 - 300 guests in
Baltimore every Saturday. Summer is a great time to get kids

Sunday, August 8 7:00 PM - Summer MYF (10 and older), college students and families involved.

Sunday, August 15 4:00f 7:00 PM POOL PARTY
(weather permitting) Exact location to be an-
nounced.

HABITAT IS BACK!

SPUMC is a member of the Severna Park Faith Coalition
which is sponsoring a house in the Clay Street neighborhood
of Annapolis. Habitat is building ten homes on Clay Street.

1
|
1
|
Sunday, August 22 7:00 PM Summer MYF :
:
| Our church has committed to providing workers on the Satur-
:
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Sunday, August 29 7:00 PM The P1G TROUGH!

CEEEEEEEEEEEEEEES S

_ _ $ days of August 7th and September 18th. Interested per-
Sunday, Sept. 5 7:00 PM A Ping-Pong Tournament b sons will need to sign up with the Habitat for Humanity of the
Chesapeake by contacting Craig Myers at

g cmyers@severnaparkumc.org or 410-729-1592.
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Cribbery Position Filled!!

CLLLe e e el eLee e

XYZ Picnic

Regina Ross has accepted the cribbery position and for the
first time in a very long time our staff is complete. Regina
comes with high recommendations and we are happy to
have her. Our young children will again have a familiar per-
son greeting them each week. Please take the opportunity to
greet Regina and welcome her to the SPUMC family.

Extra Years of Zest (XYZ) is sponsoring their summer picnic
on August 24 at 12:30 in Fellowship Hall with Bill Rogers as
the main speaker. Bill is a retired Anne Arundel County
teacher who is a fabulous storyteller. Adam’s Rib will be ca-
tering the event with pulled pork and beef for $10/person.
Everyone is welcome! Contact Pat McGlumphy at
410.897.9693 or sign up in Fellowship Hall TODAY!
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United Methodist Men

Congratulations!
John Covington
2010 Man of-the-Year Award

United Methodist Men (UMM) presented John Covington with
the 2010 SPUMC Bob Sutton Man-of-the-Year Award at the
9:30 service on July 18th. This was the second presentation of
the annual award (Reid Reininger was the 2009 recipient),
which goes to men at SPUMC who exemplify the values of the
UMM.

John has been active in many facets of the life of SPUMC for
many years. He has been a member of the Church Council,
led adult Bible study classes, participated in VIM trips, volun-
teered at Carpenter's Kitchen, and (along with Sean Wise)
founded and leads the SPUMC employment network. His re-
cord of leadership and commitment serves as a model for the
men and boys of SPUMC.

Our congratulations and thanks to John Covington, the 2010
Man of the Year.

Severna Park
United Methodist Church

731 Benfield Road, Severna Park, MD 21146
Phone: 410-987-4700 FAX: 410-987-6040
Emergency Pager: 410-991-6639

Worship Services:
8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 a.m.

Rev. James Farmer, Lead Pastor
Rev. Nicole Christopher, Associate Pastor
Rev. Martha Meredith, Minister of Congregational Care
Rev. Lee Ferrell, Minister of Christian Education and Youth

Web site: www.severnaparkumc.org Email: spumc@severnaparkumc.org

Fishing for Men!

UMM is planning a special retreat on Saturday September 25th,
8am-8pm. The day consists of a breakfast, Bible study and
communion; afternoon of lunch, Chesapeake Bay charter fish-
ing and dinner. More details to follow.
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Octagon Articles

To receive our weekly electronic
newsletter with up-to-the-minute info
about what’s happening at SPUMC,

sign up online at
www.severnaparkumc.org

The next Octagon will be published on
August 22nd. All inputs must be re-
ceived by noon on Sunday, Aug
15th. Please put “Octagon” in the
subject line. Email inputs to:

publications@severnaparkumc.Morg.

or send an email to:
publications@severnaparkumc.org
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