
SPUMC eNewsletter  
To receive our weekly electronic 

newsletter with up-to-the-minute 

info about whatôs happening at 

SPUMC, send an email to:  

publications@severnaparkumc.org. 

Octagon Articles 
The next Octagon will be          

published on 

February 12th. All inputs must be 

received by noon Friday,           

February 3rd 

Please email inputs to:   

publications@severnaparkumc.org. 

 

Our staff has now been together for awhile and is leading in 

powerful and spirit-led ways. I am thankful for each of them 

and the professionalism they bring to their work. We could not 

be the church we are without their faithful service. 

This day of new beginnings offers to us opportunities to Come 

to Faith, Grow in Faith, and to Go Out in Faith. When we gave 

our lives to Jesus, we all received a new beginning. Every Jan-

uary 1
st
 is a reminder that new beginnings in Christ are possi-

ble. May God allow us to become living reminders of that as 

we allow God to lead us to new heights this year. God has a 

rich future planned for this great church and for each of us. 

May we share all that God is doing in our lives with everyone 

we know. Invite someone to worship, study, participate in a 

mission project, and to become a part of this wonderful com-

munity of faith. 

Shalom, 

Pastor Jim  
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Happy New Year 

This is a day of new beginnings; 

new opportunities are every-

where for the friends and mem-

bers of Severna Park United 

Methodist Church. As many of 

us make resolutions to improve 

our health and finances, may we 

also resolve to improve our spiritual life. Multiple opportunities 

abound for us to Come to Faith, Grow in Faith, and to Go Out in 

Faith. Consider participating in one of the many small group 

ministries, join a Bible Study or start one, join a Church School 

Class or begin one. Volunteer with Missions (a Volunteer in 

Mission trip, ASP trip with our youth, local work day, and 

Heavenôs Kitchen) are just some of the many to choose from. 

Go with God into new places and you will GROW spiritually! 

We have just finished a very successful ministry year and there 

is much to celebrate; our mission opportunities grew in exciting 

ways; our small group ministry expanded with very interesting 

study topics; we had a wonderful presentation by Dr. Bruce 

Birch on the Old Testament, and our childrenôs and youth minis-

try continue to expand. We thank God for the increase in disci-

pleship. 

In addition to ministry areas, with your faithful stewardship we 

were able to fund each of these ministries and to positively af-

fect the lives of many people. I want to thank you for your faith-

fulness in giving to God through the ministries of this church.  

(continued on following page) 
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Sunday,  January 15 

    7:00 PM άInsecure and Dramatic - The Annual 

        Guy/Girl Debate!ò 

    8:40 PM  ICUs begin (be picked up at 9:15PM) 

Sunday, January 22 

      7:00 PM  Group Building Night 

       8:40 PM  ICUs 

Sunday, January 29 

      7:00 PM  Program: Choice Night 

      8:40 PM  ICUs 

Sunday, February 5 

      SOUPER BOWL of CARING after all three 

          worship services 
No evening meeting...Happy Super Bowl! 

UMYF  

CONFIRMATION CLASSES  
Confirmation education for 7

th
 and 8

th
 graders will begin 

on Tuesday, January 31, 4:30-5:30 PM in Fellowship Hall. To 

sign up, please call the church office or email Rev. Lee Ferrell 
at lferrell@severnaparkumc.org. 
 

Confirmation education covers all the basics of faith with very 
limited homework and memorization. The service of Confirma-
tion will be on Pentecost Sunday, May 27, 2012 at 11:00 AM. 

There will also be classes for senior high this winter; if interest-
ed, please let Rev. Lee know as soon as possible. 

             Confirmation Mentors Needed! 

The new group of 7
th
 and 8

th
 grade Confirmands will begin their 

5-month journey to church membership this month. We would 
like every youth to have a mentor to guide them, encourage 
them, and see how valuable it is to be part of a church family 
and fellowship. Training and tips for you are available. 
 

If you think you might be interested, talk to or write to Rev. Lee 
Ferrell.  

Family Ministries 

 We are beginning a new milestone ministries program for 

SPUMCôs families.  This program will help parents become spiritu-

al leaders and includes important celebrations throughout a childôs 

faith journey: baptism (infant and children), growing in faith (3rd 

grade Bibles), confirmation (7th/8th grade), and passage to adult-

hood (high school graduation). Read more about each milestone in 

the 2012 Family Ministry Brochure.   

Milestone 1: Baptism   

Sundays: January 29, March 25, May 20, July 29, September 23, 

and November 18, beginning at 11:00 AM in the Parlor.  

God is with you as you begin this new journey in parenting and we, 

as a church, are ready to commit to helping your family grows in 

faith throughout your lifelong faith journey. Prepare to be your 

childôs spiritual leader and learn about the sacrament of Baptism by 

participating in a baptism class. Parents and guardians of children 

who would like to be baptized must attend one of these classes lead 

by our pastors.  Please register for a class with Pastor Martha at 

martha@severnaparkumc.org.  

 

Milestone 2: Growing in Faith (3rd grade) 
 
 

Milestone 3: Confirmation 
(7th/8th Grade) 

Tuesday, January 10, 2012 7:30 PM 

During confirmation class, youth have the opportunity to commit 

their lives to Christ and join the church.  As a parent this means 

you support their decision to become baptized or remember their 

baptism and commitment to Christ.  Learn about this wonderful 

step in faith development.  Please register with Rev. Lee, Minister 

of Education and Youth at  lferrell@severnaparkumc.org 
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ATTENTION 
NEW MOTHERS 

  Our first MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers) session will be held 

on Thursday, February 9th at 7 PM in room 302. We will meet 

twice a month! Come join us for fellowship and friendship!  

For more information contact Tracy Marshall at  

tmarshall@severnaparkumc.org 

  See the MOPS video on our website 

December Perfect Attendance in Sunday School 

Beverly Ellwood 

David Ellwood 

Ashley Falk 

Kristin Falk 

Cassidy Gill 

Colleen Gill 

Kooper Haynes 

Cole Hoffmaster 

Kyra Hoffmaster 

Dominick Hurst 

Daniel Kelley 

Braydon Kiernan 

Adeline Kolbe 

Emily Lechowicz 

Nora Lechowicz 

Come to Faith 

Sara Luna 

Andrew Myers 

Maryellen Myers 

Alexander Newton 

Elliot Newton 

Jessica Norton 

Caitlyn Nunn 

Stephen Nunn 

Matthew OôDonnell 

Ian Ostrowski 

James Perritt 

Jacob Piersall 

Owen Piersall 

Michael Reardon 

Amber Schmidt 

Kevin Schmidt 

Jake Shirey 

Morgan Shirey 

Sam Shirey 

Christina Smith 

Jackson Stammer 

Lincoln Stammer 

Nicholas Stammer 

Marlena Summers 

JT Trimble 

Natalie Trimble 

Olivia Unger 

Tommy Wallace 

Grow in Faith 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Are you interested in 

church membership 
or in knowing more about SPUMC?  

 

If so, you are invited to attend the next Connections     

Luncheon on January 22 from 12:30-2:30. RSVP to    

Pastor Martha at martha@severnaparkumc.org or by calling 

the church office at 410.987.4700. Child care is provided. 

 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
 

The Prayer Shawl ministry will meet Wednesday January 18 
in Room 302 at 1:00 pm.  Bring any project on which you're 
working. If you would like to learn to knit or crochet, we will 
be glad to teach you. If you have any questions, please call 
Cindy Rafferty at 410.647.8453 or Dawson Bechtold at 

410.647.3436. 
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Grow in Faith 

 

ANNOUNCING 
         TWO-PART SEMINAR  
   ON DEMENTIA AND ALZHEIMERôS CARE 
    
A new two-week workshop on a very relevant topic for caregiv-

ers and family members.  Led by Beth Gilleland, Certified  

Recreational Therapist and Director of the Alzheimerôs 

(Homestead) Unit at Genesis HealthCare on Truck House 

Road.  Beth will make a presentation then take questions you 

may have; resources included.  Both sessions are at 7:00 PM; 

you may attend either or both. 

January 25: General Questions about dementia and  

Alzheimerôs, whatôs the difference, issues on aging, 

resources, support groups, etc. 

February 1: More specific information about Alzheimer's.  What 

is actually happening, advice for caregivers and family mem-

bers, what you can expect, and good resources. 

Just to give us an idea of numbers, we invite you to sign up 

in Fellowship Hall.  Friends and neighbors welcome! 

Come to the Fellowship Hall on Monday, January 

23th at 12:30, enjoy a spaghetti lunch followed by an 

ice cream social and join the new group FALL 

(Faithful Adults Loving Life.) We hope all XYZers will 

plan to attend, and ACTIVELY search for others in 

our church who would join them in this inaugural 

meeting of FALL. 

At this luncheon, our NEW focus and plans for the 

coming year will be discussed. We would love to get 

your ideas and input. Signup in Fellowship Hall. 

Grow in Faith 

New Winter Bible/Book Studies  

Saints & Sinners is offering a new 7-week study on 

The Acts of the Apostles on Sundays from  9:30-

10:30 from January 8 ï February 19 in room 301. 

Come and join us for a great Bible Study! 

Reid's Adult Bible Study Resumes ñParables from the Back 

Sideò (Chapter 7), Sundays from 11:00 - 12:15pm in room 203. 

All welcomed, start anytime, each week a new parable. 

Womenôs Book Study beginning on Wednesday, January 11 

at 7:00 PM in the Library to discuss Love Wins by Rob Bell. 

This controversial book should provoke plenty of lively debate! 

Contact Suzanne Steiner at ssteiner@severnaparkumc.org for 

more information. 
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Grow in Faith 

 

!!  Best in Severna Park !!  

Severna Park United Methodist Church         

Nursery School Receives                                  

2011 Best of Severna Park Award 

Severna Park United Methodist Church Nursery School has 

been selected for the 2011 Best of Severna Park Award in the 

Preschools & Kindergarten category by the U.S. Commerce 

Association. Our school has been educating young children 

for 43 years.  

 Our program has flourished with the dedication and love of 

our staff, past leaders, and our students and their families. 

We are fortunate to have some of our students return as 

adults and enroll their own children. Many years of heart-

driven work have gone into making our school a Christ-

centered institution that provides a quality preschool educa-

tion. 

Grow in Faith 

Nursery School Registration 

The SPUMC Nursery School will be holding registration for 

the 2012-2013 school year in the Fellowship Hall on the     

following dates: 

Tuesday, Jan 24: families currently enrolled-9:15 AM  

              church members ï 10 AM                        

(Snow date: Thursday, Jan 26) 

   Tuesday, Jan 31: alumni- 9:30 AM, general public ï 10 AM  

       (Snow date: Thursday, Feb 2) 

Tuition: 3-year old   $165/ month for 2 days a week  

  4-year old   $210/ month for 3 days a week 

  4-year old   $360/ month for 5 days a week   

$85.00 non-refundable registration fee 

Children must be 3 or 4 prior to September 1.                   

A copy of your childôs birth certificate is required at time 

of registration. For more information on our programs and 

registration contact Maureen Sevec at 410-672-0605 or Lisa 

Thurston, Director, at 410-987-8339 or email at 

nurseryschool@severnaparkumc.org.   

Looking for a Christian school            

environment of love, learning, and fun 

for your 3 or 4 year old?   
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