
Church Membership—What’s It All About? 

Have you ever wondered, ―What does it mean to be a 
member of a church?‖ A good place to start is to look at what 
we vow when we become members. When we join Christ’s 
church and this particular congregation of the United Method-
ist Church, we promise to be loyal to Christ and do all we can 
to strengthen the ministries of Christ’s church. Specifically we 
promise to participate in those ministries by our prayers, our 
presence, our gifts, our service and our witness.  

―Okay,‖ you say, ―so far, so good…but what does that ac-
tually mean for my life?‖ Listed below are some basic guide-
lines that will help you honor your commitment when you de-
cide to become a member.  

 Attend worship weekly unless you are sick or out of 

town. 

 Participate in at least one activity a year that will help 

you grow in your faith apart from worship attendance 
(Sunday school, Bible study, short term studies, church 
book clubs, regular reading of the Bible at home.) 

 Participate in at least one act of Christian service 

through church ministries each year. 

 Give a percentage of your income to the church.  

 Tell others about your faith. Invite at least one person to 

a worship service or other church function each year. 
 

These guidelines are not meant to be a legalistic test for 
church membership. Rather they are offered in love as a way 
to help persons understand what that commitment means.  
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Octagon Articles 

The next Octagon will be published on 

August 1st.  All inputs must be re-

ceived by noon on Friday, July 23rd.  

Please put ―Octagon‖ in the subject 

line. Email inputs to:   

publications@severnaparkumc.org. 

 

SPUMC eNewsletter  

To receive our weekly electronic 

newsletter with up-to-the-minute info 

about what’s happening at SPUMC, 

sign up online at 

www.severnaparkumc.org  

or send an email to:  

publications@severnaparkumc.org 

When you become a member of Severna Park United Methodist 
Church, you are saying that this is the church community where 
you want to grow in your faith in Jesus Christ. You are saying 
are saying that, from this place, you will go out in faithful service 
and witness to the world so that others may also come to faith in 
Jesus Christ.   

       One final note, church membership is not about getting 
extra privileges. As a pastoral staff we are committed to serv-
ing all who come to Severna Park United Methodist Church. 
You do not have to be a member to receive pastoral care, to 
have a wedding or funeral, to participate in any of the pro-
grams or ministries of the church. If you have any further 
questions about church mem-
bership, you are encouraged 
to talk with any one of the pas-
tors. We love to hear what you 
have to say! 

Peace and love of Christ, 

Rev. Martha 

mailto:publications@severnaparkumc.org
http://www.severnaparkumc.org
mailto:publications@severnaparkumc.org


 

THE CRIBBERY is in need of volunteers at the 9:30 am ser-

vice on Sunday, July 11th and August 1st.   If you are able to 
help, please contact the church office.  

Children’s Ministries 

 
 
Come meet Erica Benjamin the new Director of Chil-

dren’s Ministries.  Share your stories, share your vision, and 
learn about new opportunities to get involved on Tuesday, July 
20 in room 206 at 7:00 PM. If you will need child care or have 
any questions please contact Erica Benjamin. 
 
On Thursday, July 22 from 9:00—noon we need help preparing 
for a new school year with cleaning our classrooms and clos-
ets. We will be organizing supply closets, cleaning toys, and en-
joying one another’s fellowship.  If you will need child care or 
would love to help us organize but cannot come at this time, 
please let Erica  know by emailing her at ebenja-
min@severnaparkumc.org. 

Youth Ministries 

                MYF  SUMMER  OVERVIEW 

Sunday, July 11  7:00 PM òCapture the Flagó 

      and other organized games. Last chance to pick up 

Beach Retreat information!  

        OFFICIAL END OF THE PENNY WAR  

Sunday, July 18  7:00 PM Softball at Kinder Park  

                         DEADLINE for BEACH RETREAT!!!  

FRIDAY, JULY 23 ð SUNDAY, JULY 25     
    BEACH RETREAT at  Cape Henlopen (Delaware) 

State Park.  Information at MYF or from Ms. Lee.  

Sunday, July 25  Arriving home from the beach 

around 7:00éno meeting! 

Sunday, August 1       

   8:00, 9:30 and 11:00 AM    ASP SERVICES!  

     7:00 PM ð òMESSY GAME NIGHT!ó  Dress appro-

priately!  

Sunday, August 8  7:00 PM   Summer MYF 

Sunday, August 15  4:00ñ7:00 PM   POOL PARTY   

     (weather permitting)  Location to be announced.  

Sunday, August 22 7:00 PM  Summer MYF 

Sunday, August 29  7:00 PM  The PIG TROUGH! 

Sunday, Sept. 5  7:00 PM  A Ping-Pong Tournament 
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Upcoming Events 

               XYZ (Xtra Years of Zest, a Senior Ministry)  

is most pleased to announce that Jennifer B. Bodine, daughter of 

the late A. Aubrey Bodine will be our guest speaker at the Tues-

day, July 27th, luncheon meeting in Fellowship Hall at 12:30 

PM.  A. Aubrey Bodine (1906-1970) was known around the world 

and regarded as one of the finest photographers of the twentieth 

century. His daughter, Jennifer, is keeping his legacy alive. Sign 

up in Fellowship Hall Sunday mornings. Cost is $7.50 payable at 

the door. 

Seats are available for the "Day in the Country" bus trip 

to Brown's Orchard and Market Friendly Farms for crab cakes 

and fried chicken, followed by music  by the Carroll County Sr. 

Singers on Tuesday, September 28, 2010. Cost is $70 payable 

by July 28th. Call Ginny McLaughlin for reservations at 410-647-

0374.   

It's Magically 

Delicious!   

All women of 

the church are 

invited to attend the UM-

W’s (United Methodist Wom-

en’s) brunch potluck on Sat-

urday, July 17th at 9:00 AM.  

Special entertainment will be 

provided by magician/

mentalist Dick Steiner.  Your 

kids have probably seen him 

at MYF – now it’s your 

chance to be amazed!  Sign 

up in Fellowship Hall to let 

us know you're coming.     

      Fishing for Men!  
 
The UMM (United Methodist 
Men) is planning a special 
retreat on Saturday Sep-
tember 25th, 8am-
8pm.  The day consists of a 
breakfast, Bible study and 
communion; afternoon of 
lunch, Chesapeake Bay 
charter fishing and din-
ner.  More details to follow. 

 
 

Come to Faith 

Annapolis Light House 

A Homeless Prevention Support Center 

For 20 years, the Annapolis Light House has been serving the home-

less of Annapolis and Anne Arundel County.  On an average we help 

500 people a year through our emergency shelter and homeless pre-

vention programs. Last year alone we turned away 466 people, in-

cluding 159 children, because the shelter was full.  

The majority of homeless adults are employed and, for the most, 

homelessness is a temporary setback.  When provided with our tem-

porary home and support to regain their footing, 75% of the people 

we serve leave our shelter with a place to live, an income and the 

tools for self-sufficiency.   

 

The program components include emergency shelter for up to 90 

days, ǎupport services including life skills and job training, and a day 

center where individuals can receive basic services and get help for 

mental health issues and addictions. 

 

The new Light House Shelter, scheduled to open in the fall of 2010, 

will triple our current capacity. 

JOIN US IN REBUILDING LIVES- 

SUPPORT THE CAMPAIGN FOR SHELTER 

Current Shelter 

15 Beds 

2 family apartments 

No place for children to 

play 

500 people served per 

year 

New Shelter 

45 beds 

Up to 5 family apartments 

Children’s playroom, family room 

+playground 

Estimated 1500 served per year 



Grow in Faith 

2 Summer Opportunities to Serve at Carpenter's Kitchen 

 July 24 - our regular day to serve. Cooks, servers and cook-

ies will be needed. 

 August 21 - Another church is preparing the meal but needs 

15 - 18 helpers to serve and greet guests.  

Sign up at the table in Fellowship Hall between services or 
email me at knutile@severnaparkumc.org. 

Please keep Caroleann and the Carpenter's Kitchen Ministry in 
your prayers.  

This ministry serves a hot meal to 200 - 300 guests in Balti-
more every Saturday. Summer is a great time to get kids (10 

and older), college students and families involved. 

UMW SUMMER READ  AND AUTHOR VISIT 

The UMW’s fourth annual summer read will be The Faithful 
One by Michele Hartlove, a Baltimore native!!  Not only is this 
a great book, but the author will be joining us for a discussion 
of the book on Monday, September 27 at 6:30 PM  to an-
swer any of your questions and join in our discussion! You 
may sign up and purchase a copy of the book for $10 in Fel-
lowship Hall. 

 
Bread Ministry  

Everyone has a favorite bread. Whether your specialty is yeast 
bread, muffins, zucchini, banana or pumpkin bread, will you bake 
it now and then to share with others? It’s just one way we can 
show warm Severna Park hospitality to those who come to wor-
ship with us. If you would be willing to bake bread to give to first 
time visitors who stop by our visitor center, please contact Pastor 
Martha at 410-987-4700 or mmeredith@severnaparkumc.org. 
You may also sign up for this ministry in the fellowship hall be-
tween services. 

 Go in Faith 

 Our Missionaries Need Your Prayers!!! 

Greetings in the name of our Lord to all the Saints at SPUMC!  Thank 

you all for continuing to be a major part of the team that is reaching out 

with us to people in Southern Mexico – we cannot go if we are not 

sent, and could not be sent without your support – so if you ever won-

der if you are making a difference in anyone’s life – know that you are 

making a difference in our lives – and in the lives of people in Mexi-

co.  It’s exciting to see the kids getting ready for summer vacation – a 

time of rest and play – getting the body and mind ready to take in the 

information of another school year.  I’m excited for them – and wish I 

could be joining them!  This summer, instead of being a time of vaca-

tion from school for me, will be a time of intense focus – hopefully my 

last summer in school!  Lord willing, I am hoping to complete the rough 

draft of my dissertation by July which will give my professors time to 

evaluate it and my time to revise so that I can finish in the fall.  So, as 

you see kids playing and enjoying – remember me as I take my final 

lap in this marathon race of a dissertation that I have been run-

ning.  Hopefully soon we will be rejoicing together in its comple-

tion!  Have a great summer – we hope to see you in the fall and bring 

a good report.     

 In HIS Grace ð Heather and Bruce Beal 

A Thank you from a Past Pastor, Rev Warren Ebinger 

A few days ago I received the largest greeting card I have ever seen. It 

was special delivery and the messenger was your pastor—Jim Farmer, 

my colleague and friend. When I opened it to full view, I looked and 

there you were—the messages, and prayers and love—written with multi

-colored pens (7 colors altogether, thus theologically significant!) Such 

tender words and what a blessing to read them over and again—

something so heart warming with feeling and hope. 

All is going well these days, and follow-up with good progress reports. I 

know in my heart that prayers are the secret, along with excellent medi-

cal personnel and a special caregiver, named Mary. Both of us send our 

love and prayers for each of you and our beloved church on Benfield 

Road. 
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HABITAT WORK DAY 
 

JULY 17, AUGUST 7, SEPT 18 
 

(SEE DETAILS INSIDE) 

 

 Go in Faith  Go in Faith 

Looking for a small group study to help answer 
your personal questions about God and your    
religion? 
 

Beginnings is a small-group spiritual journey for seekers, 
new believers, and longtime Christians who want to explore 
the basics of Christianity in a relaxed, nurturing atmosphere.  
Participants can bring questions, gain knowledge, and form 
or deepen their relationship with Jesus Christ.  This DVD and 
discussion based 12 week study will begin the week of Sep-
tember 12 and continue until the week of November 28.  
Each session centers around a question such as: 

 Who is Jesus and why should I care? 

 Why am I not where I want to be?  

 What happens when I die?  

 How does God speak to me?  

 Can I start again? 

 How can I make a life and not just a living? 

 
Days of the week and times will be announced soon.  If you 
have questions, contact Rev. Martha Meredith at 410-987-
4700 or mmeredith@severnaparkumc.org.  

HABITAT IS BACK!  

SPUMC is a member of the Severna Park Faith Co-

alition which is sponsoring a house in the Clay Street neigh-

borhood of Annapolis. Habitat is building ten homes on Clay 

Street with a kick-off celebration on June 27th. Our church has 

committed to providing workers on the Saturdays of July 17, 

August 7th and September 18th. Interested persons will 

need to sign up with the Habitat for Humanity of the Chesa-

peake by contacting Craig Myers at 410-729-1592 or  

cmyers@severnaparkumc.org .  
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